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Come now, let us reason 
together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow... 
    Isaiah 1:18a ESV

CCCCCCCCoooooommmmeeee nnnnnnnooooowwww,,, llleeeetttt uuuusssss  rrrrreeeeeeeaaaasssssoooonnnn 
ttttttoooooggggggeeeeeetttthhhheeeerrrr,,,,  ssssaaaayyyysssss ttthhheee LLLLOOOOOOORRRRRDDDDDDD::  
tttthhhhoooouuugggghhhh yyyyoooouuuuurrrrr  sssssiiiinnsss aaaarrreee  lliikkkkkeeee 
ssssccccaaaarrrlllleeetttt,,  tttthhhheeeeyyyy sssshhhhaaaalllllllll  bbbbeeeee
aaasss  wwwhhhiiitttee aassss ssssnnnnoooowwww..... 

Come now, let us reason 
together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow... 
    





In This Issue
Volume XXXIII Number 1

2 From the Dean and President
 by Justyn Terry

3  Encouraging Calls to Commitment
 by Justyn Terry

4 Student Stories

6 Trinity Travels: Trinity Deans Speak 
 Far and Wide for the Seminary

8 Honoring a Faithful Servant:   
 George S. Oliver

9 Curriculum Review at Trinity
 by Mark Stevenson

10 Trinity Profiles

12 Alumni News: A Letter from the New 
 Trinity Board Alumni Representative

13 Alumni Updates: 1989 continued & 
 Ministry Moves & Milestones

14 From the Development Office: 
 A Legacy Gift

15 News & Notes

16 Prayer for Trinity
 Summer Intensives & Upcoming Events

From the Dean and President

Dear Friends,

As we begin a new year, I am very glad to 

have the chance to bring you news from 

Trinity School for Ministry in this issue of 

Seed & Harvest. Much has happened over 

the last few months, and I hope you will be 

encouraged by reading the reports that follow. 

My sense of the priority of evangelism has 

continued to increase, and I have written about 

some practical ideas on how to integrate calls to commitment in our regular 

worship services. I hope they will be useful to others.

There are also reports on visits some of us have been making to parishes, 

conventions and conferences. These events are very stimulating, not only 

for the opportunity to preach and teach, but also for the chance to talk about 

Trinity. It is great to hear how our vision, values, and commitments to 

biblical authority and to the Gospel are a source of encouragement to many. 

Please do let me know if you would like a faculty member to speak at your 

church, campus, convention, or conference. 

During these visits, we get valuable feedback about what is most needed 

for those preparing for lay and ordained ministry today. This is very helpful 

to us as we revise our curriculum. We want to continue to form Christian 

leaders for mission in the evangelical Anglican tradition, but we need to 

be carefully attuned to the needs of the Church today. As you will see from 

Mark Stevenson’s report, your feedback on this process is a real help to us.

I do hope you will be encouraged by what you read here. Thank you for your 

support in prayers and giving. Please do continue upholding us in both of 

these ways as we carry on this exciting mission.

    Every blessing in Christ,

   

Dean Terry

On the cover: 
Trinity’s cross and 
Administration Building in 
their winter coat of snow. 
Photo by David Sadd.

The brilliant red winterberries among the 
plants beautifying Trinity’s campus. Photo by 
Jim Beavers.
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Several times earlier this year I sensed 
God encouraging me to preach more 

evangelistically – to call people to respond 
to the Gospel message if they have never 
done so before and to recommit to Christ if 
they have fallen away – two calls that seem 
to belong together. But how can that best be 
done in a liturgical context?

Drawing on ideas from evangelists like 
Michael Green and John Guest, as well as 
my own experiences from parish ministry, I 
have been regularly calling for commitment 
to Christ over the last few months as I have 
visited churches and have been thrilled by the 
responses I have seen. I’d like to share that 
with you in the hope that this will encourage 
others in this vital ministry.

Raising a Hand at the Rail
There are many ways to invite people to 
respond to the call of Christ: 
stand where you are, come to 
the front, fill in a response card, 
visit the prayer team, etc. I have 
used a number of these in the 
past, but recently I have simply 
been inviting people to put their 
hand up in front of their chest 
when they come to the rail for 
Communion. Then I pray with 
them that they will know the 
forgiveness of sins, be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and have the strength to follow Christ 
all their days.

This is indeed an ‘altar call’, 
and it is seen as such, but it 
enables people to make their 
commitment to Christ in the 
natural flow of the service. 
Those who distribute the 
bread might say the prayer, or 
someone (or more than one at a 
larger service) might be set aside 
to do so. Sometimes couples or 
whole families respond. It is a 
beautiful ministry.

If people receive communion 
standing up, or if the tradition is 
to call people to prayer ministry 

after the sermon, inviting people to raise 
their hand if they wish to receive Christ can 
also work well. On our visit to Houston that 
you can read about later in Seed & Harvest, 
Laurie Thompson suggested people could do 
just that and say, ‘forgiveness’, ‘filling with 
the Spirit’ or ‘healing’ when he prayed for 
them, so he knew how to pray for them. That 
worked very well too.

Preparation and Follow-up
Such a ministry is, of course, rooted in 
prayer. The first time I did this was at Christ 
Church, San Antonio, and the faculty prayed 
for me before I went. I now have a team of 
intercessors. I also try to ensure that when I 
call for response in the sermon I talk about 
follow up (Alpha courses, new members 
classes, etc.) and next steps (like baptism 
and confirmation), so this is seen as a new 
beginning and not an end in itself. 

In a sense, every 
invitation to 
Communion is an 
“altar call,” but I have 
been amazed how 
many people take the 
opportunity to raise 
their hand at the rail 
given the chance. I 
want to commend this 

to you to practice or commend to your rector 
as the opportunity presents itself. 

Encouraging Calls 
to Commitment
   by Justyn Terry
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Student Stories

Why are these men smiling?
Some might conjecture that they have 
received unexpected good news of 
windfall profi ts. Yet the reason lies 
in the simple fact that they are new 
graduates of Laurie Thompson’s crash 
course in “The Art 

of the Bow Tie.” Laurie, long known for his signature bow-tied ensemble, 
enthusiastically off ered his expertise to any who wished to boldly scale the 
lofty heights of neckwear couture.
 Ah, the well-tied bow tie...it’s a thing of beauty.

Saying goodbye is a 
regular but sad part 
of seminary life: 
students come to 
Trinity, study for a 
few years, and then 
the Lord moves 
them to places of 

ministry or further study. At 
the end of the fall semester, 
the Trinity community bid 
farewell to Gershinen Paul 

Dajur as he returned to his homeland 
of Nigeria and to his wife, Michelle. 
Paul’s bright smile and gentle spirit 
have made him beloved in the Trinity 
community, and so we are sad to see 
him go. At the same time, we are 
eager to see how the Lord will use our 
gifted and gracious friend.
 Godspeed, Paul!

Craig Stephans, who completed a Masters of Divinity degree from Trinity 
in December 2009, has accepted a call to be Rector of The Church of the 
Redeemer, an Anglican church in Camden, North Carolina, just outside of 
Elizabeth City. Craig, his wife Missy and their children Madeline (7) and Jack 
(2) will be moving to Elizabeth City in January 2010 after he is ordained to the 
Sacred Order of Deacons.
            The Church of the Redeemer was started in 2006 by a group of 60 
people led by The Rev. Rickie Steenstra. It is in the Diocese of the Holy Spirit of 
the Anglican Church of North America and under the care of The Rt. Rev. John 
Guernsey. The Church of the Redeemer recently planted Anglican Church of 

the Good Shepherd on the Outer Banks of North Carolina, and Craig will be leading a ministry team 
that will serve both churches.

L to R: Missy, Madeline, 
Craig, and Jack Stephans

From 1997 - 2004, North Carolinian 
Stephen Davis made several trips to 
Ireland helping to serve alongside local 
pastors and sharing in an art ministry. 
Desiring to gain deeper theological 
training and prepare for ordination 
and further work in missions, Stephen 
and his wife, Mercedes, visited Trinity 
where Mercedes’ twin brother, Aaron 

Zimmerman (MDiv 2008), had attended. They spoke 
with Dean/President Justyn Terry during their visit, and 
Stephen noted how moved Justyn became when speaking 
of evangelism. That passion for the lost together with the 
theological and academic soundness of the professors 
convinced Stephen that Trinity was the place to study – and 
scholarship funding made it all possible. 
 After moving to Ambridge, Stephen and Mercedes’ 
dog, Zeke, got lost. When several students they hardly 
knew joined the late-night search, the Davises experienced 
fi rst-hand the remarkable Trinity community. More than 
ever, they knew that they were in the right place.

Stephen & Mercedes 
Davis

Brian Hughes - Dudley Parr - Laurie Thompson - Paul Gibbons - John Corn

The Rev. Paul Dajur
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Student Stories

A funny thing happened when Becky Toalster moved from Florida in 
the summer of 2008 to attend Trinity: pink fl amingoes began appearing 
around campus and at Trinity family homes in the community. Often 
under the cover of night, Becky and her trained “fl ockers” will stealthily 
visit the lawn of an unsuspecting student or staff  or faculty member 
leaving behind a strange collection of plastic pink fl amingoes, some 
bedecked in ribbon or even a small Santa outfi t. Morning’s light 
reveals the garish fl ock sometimes turning the surprised homeowner’s 
cheeks a matching shade of pink. When questioned about the sudden 
appearance of the plastic fl ock, Becky’s eyes will twinkle as she asks, “What fl amingoes?”Becky Toalster

Len and Stephanie Finn 
sensed that a change was 
coming to their lives – but 
what? It seemed clear that 
they were to leave behind 
their lives in New York City 
and work together in some 
way. How about a Bed & 
Breakfast? Yet, moments 
before closing the deal on a 
suitable property, hesitancy 
interrupted. So, now what?
          Len had wondered about ordination earlier in 
life, but then agnosticism took hold. Years went by. Len 
taught college English and then plunged into the world 
of marketing in NYC, where he met Stephanie. As their 
relationship developed, she invited him to her church 
where Trinity grad, Jacob Smith (MDiv 2006), was 
preaching. Hearing the gospel as if for the fi rst time, 
Len’s heart was recaptured by the grace of Christ.
          Len and Stephanie married, and then the thought 
of seminary and ordination began to grow. Even when 
researching Bed & Breakfast sites, Len would try to 
fi gure out how he could commute to nearby seminaries 
and how he could schedule time for reading and study. 
So when the Bed & Breakfast deal halted, the “now 
what?” seemed clear: seminary.
          Having a comfortable income between 
them, rising careers, and an exciting 
lifestyle in New York City, their friends 
and coworkers were shocked that they 
would give it all up to go to seminary. 
Weekly church attendance was strange 
enough in that culture, but to give up a hard-

Len & Stephanie Finn

earned way of life was a foreign concept. But God 
enabled them to make the change.
 Len looked into several seminaries and decided 
to visit a southern California seminary. At fi rst, he 
was sold on the west coast seminary: great theology, 
impressive professors, and...the beach.
 Reluctantly, the Finns also scheduled a visit to 
Trinity: “We thought our minds were already made up.” 
But during their visit, they recognized aspects of the 
seminary experience at Trinity which were absent or 
less pronounced at the other seminary.
 “I think we knew we were coming to Trinity on 
a day with Morning Prayer,” Stephanie remembered. 
“We found out that not only was there chapel every day, 
but also that it was led by students. That impressed 
us. Prayer and worship were central both to the life of 
the community and to the formation of seminarians 
at Trinity.” Len agreed, “I tend to approach things 
intellectually, so I needed a seminary that would also 
warm my heart. Trinity saw seminary training as more 
than an intellectual exercise; it also sought to mold 
hearts for ministry.”
 “I also appreciated that both Word and Sacrament 
are emphasized,” he concluded. “I was drawn to the 
Anglican tradition because it recognizes their combined 

power and Trinity trains its seminarians in both.”
           How did they fi nd life in Ambridge? 

The New Yorkers were shocked to fi nd 
one neighbor bringing dinner, another 

neighbor mowing their lawn, and a 
seminarian couple stopping by to 

introduce themselves and off er help. 
“This just doesn’t happen in New York,” 

they said smiling.
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Trinity Travels

Trinity Deans Speak 
Far and Wide

for the Seminary
Justyn Terry – Texas & South Carolina
From November 4-9, I was travelling in 
Plano, Texas, and Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina. I had the 
opportunity to teach the 
congregation at Christ 
Church, Plano and the 
members of the Little 
Rock AMiA Network from 
Genesis and Galatians. As 
ever, it was a joy to engage 
with God’s word and to see 
how powerfully it speaks to 
us today. It was also a real 

pleasure to have time with David Roseberry, 
former Chairman of Trinity’s board, and to 
meet up with many alumni of the School 
including Andy 
Bracken, Clint 
Kerley, Jeff 
Rawn and Jed 
Roseberry.

Then I flew on 
to Myrtle Beach 
where my wife, 
Cathy, joined 
me. Trinity 
Trustee, Ross Lindsay took us to lunch and on 
to his hotel on the beach front. There are some 

wonderful perks 
in this job!

The next 
day, we had 
a delightful 
reception at the 
home of Bishop 
FitzSimons and 
Martha Allison 
where we met 
several friends 
of the School, 
including 
former Dean/
President, Peter 

Moore and his wife Sandra. Later we had an 
opportunity to visit with a number of other 
Trinity supporters in their homes and at an 
Oyster Roast in the evening. 

On Sunday, I preached 
at All Saints, Pawleys 
Island. It was very good 
to meet Bishop Terrell 
Glenn and members of 
the congregation. After 
the service we were 
treated to a river cruise 
plantation tour on Ross 
and Marie Lindsay’s 
boat with several friends 
of the School. It was a 
fabulous afternoon.

My time away concluded 
with a fruitful meeting 
with the president and faculty members at 
Columbia International University. 

It was amazing how many people we had 
the chance to visit. All this impressed upon 
me again how widespread is the support for 
Trinity and how deep is the appreciation for 
the work of the School. I also came back with 
a commitment to put together $250,000 to 
fund a Major Gift Officer and the appropriate 
support structure for two years. After that, the 
position should be paying its own way. What an 
encouragement and vote of confidence that is.

Justyn Terry & Laurie Thompson
–Houston, Texas
On Friday November 
20th, Laurie 
Thompson, Dean of 
Administration and of 
the Doctoral Studies 
program, student Tyler 
Prescott, and I arrived 
at the Houston airport 
where Trinity Trustee 
Sally McCollum met us 
and took Laurie and I to 
lunch while Tyler visited 
the Houston Fellows 
Group. In the afternoon 

Justyn Terry with Bp. Terrell 
Glenn at All Saints

(L to R standing) Cathy Terry, Bp. FitzSimons 
Allison, Justyn, Peter & Sandra Moore, Sean & 
Kate (Moore) Norris; (seated) Martha Allison

Justyn Terry and Board Member 
Ross Lindsay

St. John the Divine,
Houston, Texas

Christ Church – Plano, Texas
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Ann Normand, Canon to the Ordinary, invited 
us to meet with her at the diocesan office. We 
also listened to an inspiring presentation of 
Meg Rice’s curriculum, “Sex, God, and Me.” 
Later we attended a dinner party at Sally’s 
home along with several members of St. John 
the Divine, Houston.

The next day, we met Larry Hall, Rector of St. 
John the Divine and other members of his 
team before going for lunch with some local 
friends to Trinity. Laurie, Tyler, and I were 
able to bring them news from Trinity and to 
thank them for their support.

In the evening we had a reception with 
members of several local churches at the 
lovely home of John and Pat Berry. It was a 
particular pleasure to meet up with Trinity 
Alum Jan Wiley Dantone, and James and 
Barbara Cauble, members of St. John’s, who 
I had known as a Curate in central London 
while they were living there.

Laurie and I had the privilege of preaching at 
two services at St. John’s on Sunday morning 
and met some potential students before 
catching the flight back to Pittsburgh. It was 
a wonderful trip in every way, and we came 
home full of the joy of the Lord having seen 
his hand of blessing at work in so many ways.

Leander Harding – Niagara Falls, Ontario
On November 11-14, Jared Driscoll and I drove 
to Niagara Falls for the second synod of the 
Anglican Network in Canada (ANiC). The 
network is now up to about 40 parishes. Many 
are very small in the realm of 35 or so meeting 
in a house. Others are quite large multi-
staff parishes with 200 to 300 on a Sunday 
morning. They consecrated three bishops at 
this synod, one for the east, 
one for the west, and a bishop 
for Asian work. 

Bishop Don Harvey, the 
retired bishop of Eastern 
Newfoundland is the founding 
father of ANiC and is highly 
regarded by one and all. He is 
a strong leader, full of energy 

and grace. He is very warm toward Trinity, 
and he gave me an opportunity, along with 
the Wycliffe representative, to address the 
synod. I brought greetings from our Dean and 
President and our Canadian Academic Dean, 
Grant LeMarquand.

Our visit was very well received, and people 
were very appreciative of our presence. We 
talked to a number of people about seminary 
and DMin work. Jared was extremely helpful 
in manning the booth and in introducing me 
to the policy makers in ANiC. 

Grant LeMarquand – El Paso, Texas
On October 15-17, I attended 
the Annual Convocation of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Rio 
Grande held this year in El 
Paso, Texas. Accompanying me 
was Geoff Mackey, Director of 
Distance Learning for Trinity. 
He met with the Rev. Canon 
Michael Perko, Dean of the Rio 

Grande School for Ministry, a partner school 
through which Trinity offers its Diploma of 
Anglican Studies, a combination of on-line 
classes and one-week intensives.

Approximately 300 attended the Convocation. 
Trinity’s third Dean & President, The Rt. Rev. 

William Frey 
is currently 
serving as 
Assisting 
Bishop to the 
Diocese of 
Rio Grande 
while they are 
in their search 
for their 
next bishop. 
Bishop 
Frey kindly 

joined our Alumni & Friends event on Friday 
morning together with 35-40 others. We 
enjoyed a relaxed time of fellowship and 
food, meeting new friends and renewing 
relationships with friends who live and 
minister almost 2000 miles from Ambridge.Leander Harding 

addresses synod.

Trinity Junior Jared 
Driscoll served as 

crucifer for the ANiC 
consecration service. 

He is wearing the 
handmade vestments 
of his home diocese in 

Newfoundland.

Director of Distance Learning, 
Geoff  Mackey, former Trinity Dean/
President, the Rt. Rev. Bill Frey, and 
Academic Dean, Grant LeMarquand

All photographs 
on these pages 

supplied by 
host churches, 
organizations, 

and friends.



George was 

a man of few 

words. You 

could ask, 

“George is that 

a good idea?” 

George would 

answer: “Yes” 

or “No.” If 

you wanted to 

know why he 

thought it was 

good or not, 

you had to ask 

a second time, 

“George why do 

you think so?” 

Then you would 

get a clear, 

concise and 

very thoughtful 

explanation, still 

in few words. 

Just as when 

“E. F. Hutton” 

spoke, when 

George spoke, 

we all listened, 

and listened 

very carefully.
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Honoring a Faithful Servant

George S. Oliver – Long-time Trinity Treasurer & Trustee

In 1975, when 
Bishop Alfred 

Stanway moved 
to western 
Pennsylvania 
from his native 
Australia to serve 
as founding 
Dean of the new 
seminary, he 
befriended George 
and Eleanor Oliver. 
That friendship 

had a profound aff ect on George and Ellie and 
eventually led to George’s serving as Trinity’s 
treasurer, a position he held for more than 20 
years. Not only did he volunteer his time, but 
he also gave generously to support the fl edgling 
seminary.

On September 27, 2009, George went to 
be with his Savior. At the memorial service 
Bishop John Rodgers, Trinity’s second Dean, 
off ered remembrances of George. Portions are 
included below:

George came to a life-giving relationship 
with Jesus Christ, in his middle age, under 
the preaching and ministry of the Reverend 
Doctor John Guest. George’s wife Eleanor also 
came into a vital faith in Christ at the same 
time through John’s ministry. From that time 
onwards George and Ellie began each day 
reading the Scripture together. They became 
people of the Word of God and still are.

George wanted everyone to come to know 
Christ; he wanted all of us to trust and 
honor Jesus as our Savior and Lord. My 
friends, only a deep relationship with Jesus 
and a profound sense of the life and death 
consequences of knowing Jesus, could 
get a person like George Oliver into a 
laundromat, sharing the Gospel with 
relative strangers.

George was a generous Christian. He was 
generous with his time, his gifts and his 
money. He had put everything in the hands 

George & Eleanor Oliver

of the Lord. We saw in George the same 
generosity that rose up in Zacchaeus, after he 
met Jesus and declared “the half of my goods 
I give to the poor.”

In Trinity’s early days, Bishop Stanway was 
the Dean and President. He left his godly 
mark on all of us. Bishop Stanway – “Alf” 
– George, and I would go about seeking a 
permanent place in the area to locate the 
School. Finally, we were led to an available 
Presbyterian church building in Ambridge. 
The decision was made to recommend to 
the Board that we buy the church and an 
adjacent, empty supermarket and to locate in 
Ambridge. It has proven a great choice and 
has led us into the most blessed and fruitful 
relationship with the town of Ambridge and 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh. George was very 
instrumental in that decision.

Within 2 years, Bishop Stanway had returned 
to Australia due to illness. I had become the 
Dean and President of Trinity, and George 
was my treasurer, my strong right hand, 
advisor and dear friend. Due to my utter 
ignorance of things fi nancial, George and 
I would meet weekly for lunch so he could 
catch me up on our fi nancial situation, 
that was always needy, yet at the same time 
always just suffi  cient. “God’s work done in 
God’s way will not lack God’s supply,” Bishop 
Stanway would say.

We thank God that George was honest to the 
penny. George kept us fl uid, so we were able 
to pay our bills and remain solvent at the 
same time.

A portion of one of George’s many meticulously 
hand-written ledger sheets
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George took early retirement to serve the 
Board and the School as treasurer. After I 
retired, he went on being the treasurer under 
my successor, the Right Reverend William C. 
Frey. He kept on serving until the computer 
appeared on the local scene, and they wanted 
George to learn to run a computer. At that 
point – so I am told – George felt that it was 
time for a younger man to become treasurer.

Truly, Trinity owes more to George Oliver 
than our thoughts and words can express! 
Trinity would not be the place it is were it not 
for George.

He is one of my models of Christian 
manhood, one of my heroes, and a close and 
deep friend, whom I will miss until my dying 
days, miss more than I can say. Thank you, 
George, for being who you are in Christ; we 
all love you and miss you. Stay right there 
where you are, and we will come and join 
you, as and when the Lord wills. Amen. 

The George Oliver Memorial Tree planted alongside 
the Administration Building on Trinity’s campus.

The dedication plaque reads:

With gratitude
to God

and deep appreciation 
for the ministry and 

witness of
George S. Oliver,

Trustee, Treasurer, 
and Friend 

of
Trinity Episcopal School 

for Ministry

May this tree bloom 
for the glory of Christ 
and may its branches 
symbolize the Good 

News as it spreads to 
all the world.

“He is like a tree...whose leaf does not wither,
in all that he does, he prospers.”

Psalm 1:3
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Every institution aspiring to 
excellence must constantly 

review its curriculum, examining 
it in light of the institution’s core 
values as well as contemporary 
factors. Through the leadership 
of Trinity’s Board, the current 
process of curriculum review 
began by contacting all of Trinity’s 
constituencies, its Board, alumni, 

faculty, students, supporters, and respected theologians like 
J. I. Packer, and inviting their input about Trinity: What are 
Trinity’s distinctives? How do you perceive Trinity? What are 
today’s greatest needs in theological education? How should 
a Trinity graduate be equipped?

Through this listening process in the fi rst two phases of the 
review, the Board reviewed and reaffi  rmed Trinity’s core 
values, the same core values articulated by the seminary’s 
fi rst Dean and President, Bishop Alfred Stanway. The Board 
also sought to defi ne the seminary’s outcomes, examining 
the necessary components of the Master of Divinity degree 
as the central thrust of the seminary’s work.

In the curriculum review’s third phase – our present stage 
– the faculty has begun the comprehensive process of 
scrutinizing the curriculum in light of the reaffi  rmed core 
values and the desired student outcomes. Course content 
and form are being studied and degree requirements 
evaluated, both at the departmental level and by the 
combined faculty. Carefully, through discussion and prayer, 
helpful changes are emerging, and new guidelines are 
being defi ned.

The fourth and fi nal phase of the process will be 
implementation of the new course and degree designs. It 
is anticipated that this phase will be completed in 2011, but 
even now curriculum adjustments have been put in place.

Trinity’s faculty have demonstrated both commitment and 
energy in this curriculum review, and much good fruit is 
anticipated when it reaches its conclusion. 

 Curriculum Review at Trinity
                         by Mark Stevenson

Faculty discuss the 
curriculum together.



The godly example of his grandparents made 
a powerful impact on young Greg Snyder, 
so much so that at age 9, he came to faith 
in Christ and was baptized in the Baptist 
Church. He continued to grow in faith through 
graduation from University of Tennessee 
– Chattanooga, when he entered graduate 
studies at Colorado School of Mines, eventually 
earning his PhD.

In Colorado, Greg found himself drawn to the 
liturgical worship of the Episcopal Church, 
and in 1983 he and his young wife, Beth, were 
confi rmed by then Bishop of Colorado, Bill 
Frey. Greg’s love for ministry grew, and while a 
professor teaching and researching the moon 
and meteorites, he began to sense a call to 
ordination. But when the idea of seminary 
surfaced, Beth responded, “Absolutely not!” 
However, through events and prayer, she 
came to say, “Why not?!”, and they moved to 
Ambridge in 1999.

Beginning his path toward ordination in East 
Tennessee, Greg was later ordained under 
Bishop Salmon in South Carolina. He began 
his ministry under the Rev. Charlie Walton 
at St. John’s Parish on Johns Island, later 
becoming its Rector.

Why serve on the Board at Trinity? Greg 
recognized that his experience in both 
ministry and academia would be helpful to the 
seminary. His heart is to see Trinity continue to  
grow and develop while remaining true to its 
founding as an orthodox Anglican seminary.
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Trinity Profiles

Some of those 

whom God 

has directed 

to serve at 

Trinity School 

for Ministry.

Doug grew up in a Christian home, and in 
his junior high years came to realize his 
need for salvation. Visiting the church of 
a neighborhood friend, he made a public 
confession of faith in Christ. So, both his home 
and godly neighbors helped develop his early 
Christian life.

Doug, his wife, Carolyn, and their four 
children have been an active part of St. 
Stephen’s Church in Sewickley since the early 
90s. Over the years at St. Stephen’s Doug has 
served in a wide variety of leadership roles, 
from small group leader to vestry member.

Throughout his Christian adulthood, Doug 
has continued to serve the wider Church and 
in parachurch organizations, often lending his 
considerable abilities and experience in the 
realm of fi nance. He also helps with strategic 
organizational skills, critical thinking, and 
decision making.

With Doug’s background and expertise, he 
has served as a board member on several 
organizations’ boards, but he recently made 
the decision to give his energies primarily to 
Trinity’s Board: “I want to focus on Trinity.”

Why Trinity? Doug stated, “Trinity is one of 
the few Anglican seminaries in North America 
that is true to the gospel and faithful to the 
Word of God. It is on the leading edge in 
training ministers of the gospel; it is truly a 
unique place.”

Gregory A. Snyder
Johns Island, South Carolina
Trinity Trustee

BSc, Univ. of Tennessee – 
Chattanooga
MSc & PhD, Colorado School 
of Mines
MDiv, Trinity Episcopal 
School for Ministry, 2002

Former Research Associate 
Professor, Planetary 
Geosciences Institute, Univ. 
of Tennessee – Knoxville

Rector, St. John’s Parish, Johns Island, SC

Douglas K. Wicker
Sewickley, Pennsylvania
Trinity Trustee

BA, Grove City College
MBA coursework
TSM coursework

Senior VP/COO for Credit 
Risk at PNC Financial 
Services Group

Former Board Member, 
The Anglican Diocese 
of Pittsburgh and the 
Pittsburgh Fellows Initiative
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Leander S. Harding
Dean of Seminary 

Advancement
Associate Professor of  

Pastoral Theology

BA, New College (FL) 
MDiv cum laude, 

Andover Newton 
Theological School

PhD, Boston College

Martha Giltinan
Assistant Professor of  

Pastoral Theology
Director of Mentored 

Ministry

BA, Wheaton College (MA)
MATS, Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary
MDiv, Virginia Theological 

Seminary
DMin, in process at TSM

Although not reared in a religious family, 
Leander had a strong sense of the presence 
of God even as a young boy. The Benedictine 
nuns who taught in his one-room schoolhouse 
nurtured in him a sense of the holiness of God 
and the wonder of Jesus’ sacrifice, and they 
encouraged him to consider the priesthood.

As a teen, Leander fell away from faith; he had 
unanswered questions that no one seemed 
willing to address. But once in college, he began 
to study religion and theology, and his love for 
God and the church rebounded. He went on 
to be ordained and served 26 years in parish 
ministry, both missionary and suburban/urban.

Pastoral Theology is the place where the whole of 
life in ministry comes together: academic pursuits, 
reading and writing, and parish experience. I am 
excited to have a role in preparing new leaders for 
the church, and I am inspired by the amazing 
things our students have done before seminary.

Recent Books or Articles
Reverence for the Heart of the Child (YTC Press, 2008).
“Why is Dialogue So Difficult?” Trinity Journal for 

Theology & Ministry 2/2 (2008).
“Three Bishops on the Resurrection: Bishops 

Ramsey and Westcott Answer Bishop Spong” 
Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry 2/1 (2008).

“Telling the Story of Salvation” Trinity Journal for 
Theology & Ministry 1/Premier Issue (2007).

Fun Facts
•  Leander plays a mean blues harmonica.
• He is learning to play the ukulele under Rod 

Whitacre’s tutelage.
• As a non-stipendiary priest, Leander and his 

wife, Claudia, ran the largest commercial sheep 
operation in northern New England.

Growing up, Martha’s family was active in 
the arts and church, “but more the social 
gospel.” An avid reader with a bright mind, 
she became an ardent existentialist by age 14 
often challenging her religion teachers at the 
Episcopal boarding school she attended. Yet 
even from her early years, Christian and non-
Christian friends alike would suggest that she 
consider ordination, a thought which she long 
viewed as wildly mistaken.

She continued her struggles of faith through 
high school and into college. A near-death auto 
accident as a high school senior and a later 
surprise meeting in college with a childhood 
friend-now-evangelist brought Martha to a 
prayer of surrender: “Lord, I belong to you.” 
Years later, she was ordained and then 18 years 
in parish ministry in Massachusetts.

I want to help raise up godly leadership for the 
Church, because it matters. I’m in this work with 
my whole heart, mind, and soul.

Recent Books or Articles
“Art and Theological Reflection in the Midst of 

Chaos.” Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry 
2/2 (2008).

“A Dependence on the Communion of Saints.” 
September/October 2006 Seed & Harvest.

“Banns in Boston.” July/August 2004 Episcopal 
Life (co-written with the Rev. Anne Fowler).

Fun Facts
•  Martha spent three months with the Sisters of 

Charity (Mother Theresa) in India.
• She also spent over five months on silent retreat 

with a contemplative order in Switzerland.
• She is currently building a Windsor chair by 

hand, her first venture into woodworking.
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Dear Friends,

The fi rst time I entered the chapel at Trinity in the spring of 1990, I suspected 

I made a mistake. The chapel bore little resemblance to any Anglican or 

Episcopal sanctuary I’d ever visited. Assured the chapel was indeed a chapel, 

I feared enrolling at Trinity would be another mistake. That visit to Ambridge 

came as a kind of culture shock for a middle-aged man with deeply-rooted 

Anglo-Catholic sensibilities. I believed God was calling me to ordained 

ministry – but was He calling me here? Yet when the time came to choose a 

seminary, I decided, with substantial prodding from the Holy Spirit ( that’s 

another story), to come to Ambridge. The three years at Trinity became one of 

the greatest blessings of my life. 

What most benefi ted me was not just the superb education but the remarkable 

men and women who mentored and befriended me. Conversations with 

classmates and teachers about our struggles in discerning God’s will for us 

made me aware how inadequate to the task we all were without God’s grace 

and power. Learning how to live in God’s grace and in faith strengthened me 

to confront parish ministry with all its joys and frustrations, its blessings and 

contradictions. Growth in self-awareness was possible because we understood 

at the outset that we served Christ by making men and women his disciples.

I took from Trinity a much deeper appreciation of the necessity of a deep 

relationship with every Person in the Holy Trinity. Without that relationship, 

I function as an ecclesiastical bureaucrat who deals in rituals, forms, and 

institutional life. With that relationship, I understand the passion of Christ for 

His people, the depth of love that led Him to die and rise that we might be His 

adopted brothers and sisters in the family of God. At Trinity, I gained a respect 

and admiration for the great riches of Christian history and theology and the 

Church’s traditions. Every aspect of my ministry has improved from what I 

learned here. 

I am honored that I can serve on Trinity’s Board as your alumni 

representative. I pray that you will share with me your concerns and hopes 

for the school in these challenging times. I urge you to support Trinity in 

any way you are able. When so many seminaries are more concerned with 

transforming the Good News of Jesus into what it is not, Trinity remains 

committed to the saving message of Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life. Consider using Trinity as a resource for continuing education through 

the DMin program, on-line courses, and the January and June Terms.

I didn’t make a mistake when I came to Trinity as a student in August 1990. 

Though I spent my fi rst three months here wondering whether I had, the 

school became a blessing to me and my ministry. I invite all of you to join in 

continuing the blessing.

      Dan Crawford +

Meet the new Alumni Rep:

The Rev. Dr. Dan Crawford

BA, MS, PhD, SUNY Buffalo
MDiv, TESM 1993

Since 2002, Rector,             
St. Thomas in-the-Fields, 
Gibsonia, PA

 Previously served parishes 
in Colorado and Wyoming.

Native of New York state.

He and his wife, Della, 
have a grown daughter, 
Stephanie.

He says about Trinity:

I honor what the seminary 
stands for, and of the four 
educational institutions 
which have had the greatest 
impact on my life, it is the 
one which stands out as the 
most important.
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Ministry Moves & Milestones

Kevin Higgins (MDiv 1986): 2010 
marks 20 years as a missionary with 
GLOBAL TEAMS, the 10th year as 
International Director.

Ian MacLellan (MDiv 2009) has 
joined the ministry team for District 
IV of the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
(Anglican), serving churches in 
Ligonier, Somerset, and Patton.

Becki Neumann (MDiv 2001) is now 
Rector of South Riding Anglican 
Church, in South Riding, Virginia.

Bob Ott (MDiv 2004) is now Rector 
of St.John’s Chapel, Monterey, 
California.

Steve Samples (MDiv 1994) 
received his Doctor of Ministry in 
Congregational Development from 
Nashotah House in October 2009.
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Larry Geib (MDiv 1989) was vicar of two 
churches in SC under Bishops Allison and 
Salmon. Then Rector of St. Cristopher’s, 
Killeen TX (9 years), and St. Paul’s, 
Katy, TX (5 years) under Bishop Ben 
Benitez. Trinity’s help in my ministry 
was instrumental in keeping me and my 
ministry grounded in Scripture.
 I retired in 2005, but I am still 
preaching almost every Sunday – many 
churches want orthodox, born again, 
on-fire preachers and until Jesus says “no 
more,” I intend to continue to share the 
Good News where called. I thank Trinity 
because it gave me such a good spiritual 
foundation, solid help for running a parish, 
and a willingness to stand up for the truth. 
Praise God I went there and nowhere else.

Dave Kulchar (MDiv 1989) is an AMiA 
church planter in Flint, Michigan, living 
in Flushing with his wife Deb, where 
they once served an Episcopal parish. 
Dave’s joy is mentoring and discipling. He 
started New Wine Anglican Mission after 
a transition year in 2005. He is building 
the church using a Cell-Celebration 
model of ministry that consists of several 
small groups that gather around the table 
Sundays in a rented community room. 
Relational evangelism and service ministry 
has been the focus. Their “Future-Ancient” 
worship embraces hymnody, contemporary 
praise, PowerPoint, Prayer Book, and use 
of electronic graphics. While leaving TEC 
was hard, the journey has changed them 
for the better. Dave and Deb have seen 

Alumni Updates – 1989 continued

Blanche Heidegren (1986 Lay Studies 
Diploma) writes:

We wanted to thank Trinity students 
and alumni and supporters for all their 
prayers and cards for John and me and 
our family, during this time of grieving 
over the sudden Homegoing to Heaven of 
our 18 year old, Alex, from an accidental 
drowning on August 8th.

We have felt their prayers and are 
continuing to feel them and are so 
appreciative for the continued support.

Thank you and God Bless You all.

God’s provision and now walk by faith in 
ways they never would have imagined. The 
witness to their four children has been 
profound, and they are excited about where 
Jesus will lead them in the future.

Greg McVeigh (MDiv 1989)
From our first year at Trinity (1986), Jen 
and I knew that God was calling us back to 
our home land of Canada. We have served 
the Lord in three parishes of the Anglican 
Church of Canada: Assistant Curate at 
St. Thomas’, then Rector of St. Luke’s in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, on beautiful Lake 
Superior, and, from 2002, at St. Stephen’s 
Westmount in French-speaking Montreal. 
Last year, the Lord led me to step down 
and move back to Toronto (where we grew 
up) and “wait.” I have been writing on 
the healing of the soul which I believe the 
Lord intends to be published. In February, 
I was received as a priest in the Anglican 
Network in Canada. This period of quiet 
has also enabled us to focus on the needs 
of Jen’s mother who lives with us and is 
nearing the end of her earthly life.

Rebecca Conrad Spanos (DBCS 1989) 
I returned to Trinity to receive a MAME in 
2002. In 2009, I celebrated 20 years of my 
ordination to the Diaconate. I spent many 
years in high church, some as Deacon 
in Charge, but the last five at Shepherd’s 
Heart, an inner-city Pittsburgh church 
for the homeless, and with services for 
veterans and many prayer and community 
ministries. I get to preach occasionally 
and try to sing spirituals to remind many 
homeless of their heritage.

Tasso and I will be married 48 years in 
November. Our sons, Mark (Connie, Shane 
and Samantha) and Matt (wife Joanna 
and son, Benjamin Jeremiah, born July 
4, 2008), are the joys of our lives. Any 
ministry is enriched by their faithfulness 
and support.

I thank the Lord and my family for their 
patience and sacrifice while I went to 
seminary as a second career. I hope the 
ministry has been a blessing to them. I 
also thank John Rodgers, Steve Smith, 
Pat Reardon and Rod Whitacre, my 
teachers/heroes. And lastly, I thank Bishop 
Hathaway for laying hands on me on June 
3, 1989, Feast of the Martyrs of Uganda.

Don Curran (MDiv 1993), his wife, Cathy, 
and daughter, Eleanor, were part of a two 
week mission trip to Rwanda led by our 
bishop, John Miller (MDiv 1993) Novem-
ber 6-19. The AMiA group went to Rwanda 
to preach, teach and greet the people who 
came to our aid. Above, the team is met by 
the local bishop when they arrived at Kiglai 
International Airport. (Photo supplied.)



From the Development Office

2009-2010
Annual Fund Thermometer

GOAL: 
$2.1 million

$1.8 million

$1.2 million

$.6 million

$0

$.3 million

$.9 million

$1.5 million

A Legacy Gift

In 2006, The Hutchings Family 
Scholarship was established at Trinity 
in memory of John Henry and Virginia 
Ross Hutchings. The generous bequest 
came from a portion of the sale of 
their Nebraska farm and will provide 
scholarships for Trinity MDiv students 
for years to come.
 
Mr. and Mrs. Hutchings of Santa 
Barbara, California, were involved with 
Trinity since 1985 and always admired 

the seminary’s faithful adherence to Christian principles and our outreach 
in Christ’s name. 
 
Mr. Hutchings, a graduate of the University of Nebraska, had a 
distinguished career in the engineering industry, serving with General 
Electric, Continental Electric Company, and as founder and director 
of National Electronics, Inc. and Industrial Tubes, Inc. When these 
companies were acquired by Varian, Inc., Mr. Hutchings was a consultant 
in the industry until his retirement in the early 1970s. 
 
The Hutchings’ daughters say that their father was a warm-hearted, kind 
man with a gentle sense of humor and very generous in every way. He was 
unpretentious, always friendly with everyone and ready to listen or help. He 
also had a sharp mind – he loved to dig into the details of things, to fi gure 
out the how and why of something. He loved to laugh, and he adored his 
family. His rector called him, most signifi cantly, “A man of God.” 
 
According to her daughters, their mother, also a University of Nebraska 
graduate, read voraciously and had memorized lots of poetry, Scripture 
and portions of the Book of Common Prayer. Mrs. Hutchings studied 
the Bible throughout her life (she insisted on the King James and the 
old prayer book) and was very precise with her words – you never had to 
guess what she meant! Her favorite verse was Psalm 37:5: “Commit thy 
way unto the Lord; trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass.” She 
lived that Scripture and was a great inspiration to her family to always 
remain committed to God. She once wrote to her daughter, Phebe, “If 
we have any counsel to leave with you children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, it is the admonition to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ 
so He can bless you. You could give us no greater happiness.”
 
Trinity continues to hold enormous gratitude for the Hutchings’ generous 
gift and for the fruit that it will bear in the lives of our students and their 
future ministries.

Does Your Employer Have 
a Matching Gifts Program?

Thousands 
of companies 
in the United 
States encourage 
philanthropy 

by matching the gifts made by their 
employees to nonprofi t organizations.

Check with your company’s Human 
Resources Director or department to see 
if your gifts to Trinity can be matched. 
It increases the benefi t of your gift, 
sometimes even doubling the amount of 
your contribution. Please contact Leslie Deily, Director of Development, to 

learn about becoming a Cranmer Society member, joining 
the 100+ who have included a bequest of real estate or 
other asset to Trinity in their wills.
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 As of 12/11/09: $418,426 
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Congratulations, Stephen and Peggy Noll
On August 31, 2010 Stephen Noll will step down as Vice 
Chancellor of Uganda Christian University, concluding two 
five-year terms in that post. At the same, they will mark a 
10th anniversary of service as Global Teams missionaries and 
transition to a new ministry setting.

Seed & Harvest in the New Year
• To better steward Trinity’s resources, Seed & Harvest has moved to a quarterly 

publication schedule and will absorb Trinity Tidings, an alumni publication. Beginning 
with the second quarter issue, additional pages will be added to the Seed & Harvest 
featuring Alumni news and articles formerly seen only in Trinity Tidings. This will give 
wider readership to the writings of Trinity’s alumni as well as reducing the publication 
and mailing expenses for the seminary.

• Seed & Harvest also appears on Trinity’s web site. If you would prefer to read Seed & 
Harvest on-line and not receive a printed copy, please let us know by e-mailing us at 
seedandharvest@tsm.edu. 

Sign Up for January Intensives
You may still register for Trinity’s January Intensives. Week One (January 11-15) offers:

• Foundations in Church History (Mark Stevenson)
•  The Use of the Psalms in the Church (Allen Ross, Beeson Divinity School)
•  Christian Education (Jack Gabig)

Week Two (January 18-22) offers
• Foundations in New Testament (Jonathan Linebaugh)
• Seminar and Practicum in Church Music (Mimi Farra)
• Pastoral Care - Pastoral Prayer (The Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman)
• The Ecumenical and Missionary Theology of Lesslie Newbigin (Leander Harding)

To register, call 1-800-874-8754 and ask for Extension Ministries.

Spring Semester On-Line Courses
Registration is open for On-Line Courses through Trinity’s Distance Learning. February 1 is 
the last day to add a class, so don’t delay. To access On-Line class offerings, go to Trinity’s 
web site (www.tsm.edu), Academics, and select Distance Learning.

POSITION AVAILABLE:
ADVANCEMENT OFFICER FOR MAJOR GIFTS

Trinity School for Ministry seeks an Advancement Offi  cer to identify and cultivate 
new major gift prospects for the seminary, and to steward existing friends and 
supporters toward further engagement. 

The Advancement Offi  cer for Major Gifts will:
• develop and manage a program for identifying, developing, and soliciting 

individuals capable of making major gifts in support of the seminary’s mission; 
• take a front line role in raising major gifts; 
• involve other members of the community in the fund raising cycle including 

the Dean and President, the Dean for Seminary Advancement, members of the 
Faculty and Board of Trustees, Alumni and friends of the seminary; 

• work as part of the Advancement Team alongside the Director of Development 
and report to the Dean for Seminary Advancement; 

• help establish and manage a new (non-governing) Board of Visitors for the school.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT www.tsm.edu.

TO APPLY: Interested candidates should submit resume or CV and a writing sample 
to the Dean for Seminary Advancement, the Rev. Dr. Leander Harding, (lharding@
tsm.edu) by January 31, 2010.

NEWS & NOTES



q an outpouring of God’s Spirit in and through Trinity.
q an abundant outpouring of financial support for Trinity and its scholarship funds.
q God’s anointing on Trinity alumni serving throughout the world.
q rain in the drought stricken homelands of our international students.
q healing for those suffering illness or physical concerns.
q those at Trinity and in the extended community needing jobs or the sale of homes.
q the Ambridge community, that salvation and healing would abound.
q Trinity’s students, staff, faculty, dean, trustees, alumni, and supporters.

Please pray for...

UPCOMING 
TRINITY EVENTS

January 29
Trinity AMiA Dinner in 
Greensboro, SC, hosted by 
Justyn Terry; 5:30 p.m.

February 15
Be a Seminarian for a Day

March 9
Be a Seminarian for a Day

April 15
Be a Seminarian for a Day

April 21
Trinity Tea on the Trinity 
campus; Mistress of 
Ceremonies, Cathy Terry

Watch Trinity’s web site 
for other events currently 
in the planning stage.

Trinity School for Ministry
311 Eleventh Street • Ambridge, PA 15003 
phone: 724-266-3838 or 1-800-874-8754
fax: 724-266-4617 • www.tsm.edu
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Trinity’s Summer 2010 Intensives
WEEK ONE – June 7-11

• Ken Bailey on “Seeing Jesus through Non-Western Eyes” with a credit 
complement by Grant LeMarquand: “Reading the Gospels through 
African Eyes.” 

• John Macdonald and a panel of key leaders at Roundtable on Church 
Planting and Congregational Development.

• Also in Week One: Preaching Workshop; Management for Clergy; and 
“Understanding Alzheimer’s” with Dr. Carol Harrold.

WEEK TWO – June 14-18

• Phil Harrold on “Ancient-Future Wisdom: The Patristic Catechumenate for 
Today’s Mission-Shaped Church.”

• The Preaching Faculty will present Homiletics along with a preaching 
workshop. 

• The Pastoral Theology Faculty will teach “Pastoral Care.”
• Don Collett will be teaching “Advanced Hebrew Exegesis.”
• John Rodgers will teach “The 39 Articles.” 
• Father Nigel Mumford will lead a practicum and teach on healing and 

Grant LeMarquand and Wendy LeMarquand will teach a credit track 
complement to this program. 

WEEK THREE – June 21-25

• David deSilva teaching “The Apocrypha and the Church.”
• Dean Justyn Terry will teach “Evangelical Theology.”

Information on the above courses, credit options, and other June course 
offerings can be found at www.tsm.edu > Academics > Extension Ministries.


